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honored during the Sunday, July
9, Shady Grove Homecoming
at the church.

“It was wonderful,
the outpouring of love and
appreciation, and it was a great
day,” said Weldon. “Had a
big turnout, a lot of friends
and a wonderful meal. I thank
the pastor, the trustees and
everybody that was involved
with it.”

Shady Grove Pastor
Winfred Pitts agreed with
Weldon that the church
experienced “a wonderful
Homecoming” in a July 9
Facebook post.

“We celebrated ‘Weldon
and Naomi Reece Day’ with 125
in attendance, Johnny Hughes
preached a timely message, and
our Building Fund offering was
$29.,433.” wrote Pitts. “To God
be the Glory!”

According to Paris’
proclamation, Weldon joined
the U.S. Army in 1948 and
subsequently served in Korea,
Germany, Hawaii and Georgia
before retiring as a sergeant
major in 1969.

He then worked for
Bennett Gas Company from
1972 until 2002, and served for
nearly two decades as president
of the Reece Family Reunion.

“Naomi worked in
restaurants in Blairsville,
worked in a carpet mill in
Dalton, and she was the master
seamstress at Homestead
Drapery Company, all the while
working as a seamstress from
her home, making alterations,
stuffed animals and dolls to be
sold in stores,” continued the
proclamation.

Weldon and Naomi Reece
have attended Shady Grove
United Methodist Church all
of their lives, and have proven
invaluable members of their

church community.

“Their service to the
church through their attendance,
dedication, serving in various
leadership positions within
the church, and consistent
financial support deserves
special recognition from the
community that Shady Grove
United Methodist Church
serves,” according to the
proclamation.

Also in the July 18
commission meeting, the
commissioner accepted an
Accountability Courts Grant
for the Juvenile Justice
Incentive Grant in the amount
of $115,765.

“These are funds from
the state legislature,” said Paris.
“They continue to help fund our
accountability court and drug
court system, which in turn
helps keep our jail population
down by working to rehabilitate
many of these people back into
society.”

The commissioner
also approved a Preventive
Maintenance Service
Agreement between the county
and Mallory & Evans Service
Company Inc. for preventive
maintenance of the heating
and air conditioning units at
the Union County Community
Center.

That contract will cost
$8,472 for the first two years
and $8,988 for the third year,
and will automatically renew
each year.

Paris accepted a warranty
deed in the meeting for a 3.67-
acre tract of land that was
donated to the county as a
future site of another volunteer
fire station and perhaps even
another Convenience Center
for residential garbage.

“The property is at the
entrance of Hidden Harbor

Union County
Historical Society Annual Picnic

at ENOTAH VALLEY
formerly known as Goosecreek Campground
Hwy. 129 South — 29 Enotah Valley Lane
Tuesday, July 25th at 6 PM

Bring a dish or two to share and your favorite memory.
Society will furnish eating utensils and beverages.
All members and prospective members

are encouraged to attend.

subdivision, which is located
just above the Vietnam
Memorial Bridge over Ivy Log
Creek,” said Paris.

Also on the agenda, Paris
amended the county’s Defined
Benefit Retirement Plan, which
enables the county to match
employee contributions to
retirement plans.

Previously, the county
would match employee
contributions to the plan up to
6 percent, though the plan has
been amended as follows:

The county will continue
to match 1 percent and 2 percent
employee contributions, but if
an employee contributes 3
percent, the county will match
with 5 percent instead of 3
percent.

“If an employee puts
in 4 percent or 5 percent, the
county will match the additional
percentage,” said Paris.
“However, if an employee will
putin 6 percent, the county will
match that amount with an 8
percent match.”

Added Paris: “The reason
for this increase is that we are
in a good economic climate and
we do not want to continue to
lose employees, so that we want
to encourage our employees to
remain in our employment.”

The commissioner
also accepted a settlement
statement and warranty deed
for the county’s purchase of the
Davenport property next to the
Union County Farmers Market
in the amount of $678,500, as
previously reported.

“The county employees
are extremely busy this time
of the year,” said Paris after
completing the official business
of the meeting. “We’re paving
several roads in the county, and
I'had hoped to have a completed
list this meeting, but we’re still
adding some and removing
some from that, so I'll have it
at the August meeting.

“We have spent nearly $1
million already this year on road
equipment and road projects —
paving, gravel, asphalt, surface
treatment.

“We are also trying to
make plans for the future use
of the Davenport property, and
working on additional plans for
Meeks Park.

“I am negotiating on a
couple other small parcels that
are adjacent to county property,
and have no idea if I will be
successful. If so, I'll present

Joshua’s Warriors pictured here: Bill Walker, Bill Royse, Bill Honaker, Gary Radcliff, Chuck
Honaker, with Commissioner Paris. Present for meeting but not pictured: Rob Thibodeaux.
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a contract at a future county
meeting.”

Paris also hopes to
present the recently completed
2016 county audit in the next
regular commission meeting on

Thursday, Aug. 17, at 6 p.m.
“We are very busy at this
time preparing for our 2018
budget,” said Paris. “So, even
though we’re only halfway
through 2017 ... we’re having

to work on the budget for 2018
because we have to work on
getting the budget amount
approximated so that we can set
the millage so that y’all can get
a tax bill before Christmas.”
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Art Centre

Art Gallery * Pottery Studio *

Art Classes

563 Gainesville Hwy...1 mile south of town
Blairsville 6A 30512 ‘

(706) 835-1257
www.OliveTreeArtCentre.com

WAZOO! QUILTING

‘vL Longarm Quilting

Commission Quilts
Quilt Restoration
Quick Turn Around

Located in Blairsville, GA

706-781-1423

BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

(AFNS BN FURNISENGS

Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the
Back Door We've Got You Covered!”

568 Blue Ridge St. * Blairsville, GA

706-835-1209 f

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm * Sat 9am-4pm ¢ Closed Sun

Declare your financial

independence. Call today.

Flip Varney
Financial Advisor

178 Bracketts Way Suite 2
Blairsville, GA 30512
706-835-1385
www.edwardjones.com

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING Member SIPC

RECOVE
WAL 2 0VER),
N
PAINT & BODY
(706) 745-9703

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

) 706040002988

[CommerncialgResidential

PAVING

DIVISION INC.

DRIVEWAYS
PARKING LOTS
SUB DIVISIONS
TAR/GRAVEL

Southeast Geothermal
& Spray Foam

w7 100-745-8685

1442 Blue Ridge Hwy.
www.segeothermal.com
www.sesprayfoam.com
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\BURGERS&SOUTHERN EATS ‘
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Monday - Thursday 11AM-9PM
Frlday &]Saturday 11am-10pm

Sunday 1 1AM-3PM

I it 1)
Downtown Blalrswlle, One Block from

\thel Square', aclrosls from C|ty’Hall

- Horse Camp -l

Summer at Trackrock Stables

Daily or Weekly
Beginning June 5

Get up to $50 off*

706-745-5252
Complete hands-on experience with
horses and riding. *See website for
discount details. Advance reservations
required.

www.Trackrock.com

(706) 745-0264

Michelin

£l Uniroyal

Oscar Thomas - Owner

Specializing In:
Alignment « Computer Balancing
Brakes * Auto Repair
Industrial Foam Fill
Qil Changes

Thomas Tire, Inc.
Auto & Big Truck Service

76 Shoe Factory Road
Blairsville, Georgia 30512

Blifids

The best in custom blinds and window coverings

Free In-Home Consultation!
Shutters « Wood Blinds « Honeycomb
Roller/Solar Shades « Roman Shades « Vertical Blinds
Woven Woods and Much More!
www.budgetblinds.com

Call Today! 706-745-0009

Personal Loans - Starter Loans - (ons'odation Loans and more

417 Blue Ridge Street, Suite I
BLAIRSVILLE
706-745-6111

* All loans subject to our liberal credit policy
and limitations, if any. 1st Franklin Finan-
ial Corporatlon NMLSR#141654, Georgia
Residential Mortgage Licensee #5656.

www. Iffc.com
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Impact Design, Inc
Owner, LuAnn Head
307C Cleveland Street « Blairsville, GA 30512
706-400-5674
Laser Engraving « Custom Apparel « Promotional Products
Website: impactdesigninc.co

FREE
ESTIMATES

706-745-5307

All Installing
Materials

Furnished

ICH
DRYWALL

Young Harris Hwy.
Blairsville, GA

Insulation
Hanging
Sheetrock

Finishing
Texturing

Hemphill Vinyl Siding And
Metal Roofing Sales
154 Kelley Road
Blairsville, GA 30512
706-745-3145 » 706-745-9006
1-888-698-3225
Fax 706-745-8418
hvswi@windstream.net
Owner - Kenneth Hemphill

294 Hwy. Sli Su1te A . Blalrswlle GA 30512
“Affordable Quality” in Locally Handcrafted
Furniture & Cabinetry, Custom Wood-
Carved Screen Doors and Unique Decor!

Tax Probleme? Tax Qoluhongl

Monday thru Friday 9:30-5:30 « Saturday 9:30-2:00
NorthGeorgiaSales.net * (706) 632-2727
950 Appalachian Hwy, Blue Ridge, GA 30513.

We understand that finding the perfect

1323 Murphy Hwy #5
Blairsville, GA 30512

"\= 706-804-4423
‘ (The red b

uilding next door to Rick's Rentals)
(1 114 mi north of Hwy 515)

[SunmerHours ]

RIS

E3 SweetSpotBlairsville

SOLUTIONS

Accounting, Payroll & Tax Solutions
Senving North Geongia for 30 years

417 BLUE RIDGE STREET, SUITE N
BLAIRSVILLE

706-745-3856

24 Scott Drive ¢ Blairsville, GA
706-745-GRUB

combination of quality and affordability can
be difficult. So we have made it our goal to
provide the best buying experience possible.




